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DRAFTED BY STF:JWARD:BJ 
APPROVED BY STF:LDJUNIOR 
STF:WLSWING 
S/S-O RCASTRODALE 

067988 202341Z/63 

O202319Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO MRS FANNIE BLACK 406 EDGEWOOD INGLEWOOD 

CALIFORNIA PH 213 672 7247 CASUALTY MESSAGE DELIVER IMMEDIATE 


UNCLAS STATE 127875 


E.O. 11652: N/A 


TAGS: CASC 


SUBJECT: 

IT IS WITH DEEP REGRET THAT I MUST ADVISE YOU OF THE 
POSSIBLE DEATH OF YOUR SON. RICHARD EDWIN BLACK AT KOLWEZI, 
REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE. THE U.S. CONSULATE AT LUBUMBASHI HAS 
ADVISED US THAT THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL REPORTS THAT HE 
WAS KILLED DURING THE OCCUPATION OF KOLWEZI BY KATANGAN 
REBELS. 

I EMPHASIZE THAT HIS DEATH HAS NOT REPEAT NOT YET BEEN 
CONFIRMED, BUT THERE IS SUFFICIENT REASON AT THIS POINT 
TO FEAR THE WORST. 

HIS SON. RICHARD M. BLACK. IS ALIVE AND WELL AT 
JOHANNESBURG, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA, AND HIS WELFARE IS 
BEING CLOSELY MONITORED BY THE U.S. CONSULATE THERE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 127875 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT REPRESENTATIVES 
AT THIS OFFICE 202-632-9380 REPEAT 202-632-9380. 

WITH DEEPEST SYMPATHY. 

ALAN A. GISE 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
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